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REPORT OF THE PARISH REMUNERATION PANEL 
 
To: Parish and Town Councils 
 
December 2019 
 
1. Introduction 
 
The Local Authorities (Members’ Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003 (as 
amended) set out the allowances that can be paid to members of parish/town 
councils.  
 
Parish/town councils can only pay the following allowances to their 
Councillors: 
 

 basic allowances 

 travel allowances 

 subsistence allowances 
 
If a parish/town council wishes to pay such allowances, it can only do so after 
it has established a scheme, following a report from the Parish Remuneration 
Panel (the Panel).  
 
When deciding on what allowances to pay, parishes/town councils must have 
regard to the Panel’s report. 
 
The following recommendations are based on the allowances paid to Borough 
Councillors under the Borough Council’s Members’ Allowances Scheme. 
Where applicable, the allowances conform to HMRC guidelines.  
 
2. Recommendations 
 
Travel Allowances 
 
2.1  That, for travel outside the Dartford borough boundary, the following 
allowances be paid: 
 

 Cars and vans (all engine sizes) - 45p per mile for first 10,000 miles 
      - 25p per mile over 10,000 
 

 Motor cycles    - 24p per mile 
 

 Bicycles    - 20p per mile 
 
2.2 That, in the event of travel by public transport for duties undertaken 
outside the borough boundary, bus and second class rail fares be reimbursed 
on the provision of tickets or receipts. 
 
Subsistence Allowances 
 
2.3  That the following subsistence allowances be payable: 
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 Breakfast  up to  £8.00 

 Lunch  up to  £12.00 

 Tea  up to  £3.50 

 Dinner  up to  £15.00 (after 8.00pm only)  
 
Note: Only either the tea allowance or the dinner allowance may be claimed. 
 
Subsistence allowances can only be claimed for duties outside the borough 
boundary.  
 
Basic Allowance 
 
2.4  That a basic allowance be payable to each Councillor at the following 
rate: 
 

 Up to 70p, multiplied by the total electorate of the parish, divided by the 
number of seats on the parish/town council.  

 
Chairman Allowance 
 
2.5  That an allowance be payable to each Councillor at the following rate: 
 

 Up to £1.05, multiplied by the total electorate of the parish/town, 
divided by the number of seats on the parish/town council. 

 
3.  Background Information 
 
When considering the requests of the parishes and town councils, the Panel 
looked at the other rates payable in the county, current allowances paid, 
previous recommendations made in 2003 and comments received from 
consultation with parish and town councils. The Panel considered the 
recommendations that had been made to the Borough Council for similar 
allowances. The Panel also considered extracts from a report by a panel from 
another area. The Panel noted most parish/town councils with the Dartford 
Borough paid no allowances to their Councillors nor had asked to do so.   
 
4. Considerations and Recommendations of the Panel  
 
4.1  Travel allowance 
 
The Panel considered that the principles applied to the payment of travel 
allowances for Borough Councillors should also apply to parish/town 
councillors. For journeys made outside of the borough area, the Panel 
concluded that it should recommend the same scheme as adopted by the 
Borough Council.  
 
 
4.2  Subsistence Allowances 
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The Panel considered that the principles applied to the payment of 
subsistence allowances for Borough Councillors should also apply to 
parish/town councillors. The Panel concluded that it should recommend the 
same scheme as adopted by the Borough Council 
 
 
4.3  Basic Allowance 
 
The Panel reviewed the previous recommendation and noted that allowances 
and subscriptions payable by parishes/town councils were often based on 
electorate and considered that this continued to be an appropriate method on 
which to base allowances for parish/town councillors.  
 
The Panel recommends that each councillor be entitled to receive a basic 
allowance of up to 70p for each elector in the parish/town, divided by the 
number of parish/town seats. It is for the parish/town council to decide the 
actual amount. The number of electors, for any year, should be determined by 
reference to the number as at 1 January in that year.  
 
4.4  Chairman Allowance 
 
After reviewing other schemes, the Panel concluded that a larger chairman’s 
allowance would be appropriate. The Panel recommends that each chairman 
be entitled to receive a basic allowance of up to £1.05p for each elector in the 
parish/town (50% more than the basic allowance), divided by the number of 
parish/town seats. It is for the parish/town council to decide the actual 
amount. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


